DAY 2 : DARE TO SPEAK UP
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Saul the Pharisee




Saul’ s conversion



Jesus blinded Saul

Ananias laid hands on Saul
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Scales fell from Saul’ s eyes Saul rose and got baptised




DARE TO SPEAK UP

Acts 9:19b-30



Acts 9:19b-30

e Saul spent several days with the disciples in
Damascus.

» 20 At once he began to preach in the
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.

e 21 All those who heard him were astonished
and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc
in Jerusalem among those who call on this
name? And hasn’t he come here to take them
as prisoners to the chief priests?”




Acts 9:19b-30

22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and
baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving
that Jesus is the Messiah.

23 After many days had gone by, there was a
conspiracy among the Jews to kill him,

24 but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night
they kept close watch on the city gates in
order to kill him.

2> But his followers took him by night and

lowered him in a basket through an opening in
the wall.



Acts 9:19b-30

* 26\When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join
the disciples, but they were all afraid of him,
not believing that he really was a disciple.

» 2/But Barnabas took him and brought him to
the apostles. He told them how Saul on his
journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord
nad spoken to him, and how in Damascus he
nad preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.




Acts 9:19b-30

» 2850 Saul stayed with them and moved about
freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the
name of the Lord.

22 He talked and debated with the Hellenistic
Jews,2l but they tried to kill him.

* 30When the believers learned of this, they
took him down to Caesarea and sent him off
to Tarsus.
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Enemy of Christians
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Saul Faced Skeptical Astonishment

e Saul spent several days with the disciples in
Damascus.

« 20At once he began to preach in the
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.

e 21 All those who heard him were astonished
and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc
in Jerusalem among those who call on this
name? And hasn’t he come here to take them
as prisoners to the chief priests?”




Saul hated followers of Christ
Transformed
Enemy — God flipped him




At once he began to preach

Common excuses :-
I am not good enough, insufficient knowledge, no theological degree yet etc.
Your story of how Christ changed your life



Saul was proclaiming the name he persecuted

Complete change of allegiance
This must have taken a lot of courage for Saul






Christ changes our lives when we
encounter Him

1. Have we encountered Christ in our lives?
2. Are we willing to allow our lives to be changed?
3. Are we willing to sacrifice anything for our Saviour?

The way we live, our priorities, finances, time, relationship, future, ambitions, success,
rejection, persecution, sacrifices “Fruits”



Saul Faced Persecution

22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and
baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving
that Jesus is the Messiah.

23 After many days had gone by, there was a
conspiracy among the Jews to kill him,

24 but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night
they kept close watch on the city gates in
order to kill him.

2> But his followers took him by night and

lowered him in a basket through an opening in
the wall.



Saul’ s Time in Arabia

22Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving
that Jesus is the Messiah.

Galatians 1:15-19

15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and
called me by his grace, was pleased

16 to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him among the
Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human
being.

171 did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before
| was, but | went into Arabia. Later | returned to Damascus.

18 Then after three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted
with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days.

191 saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother.

23 After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him,






Verse 24 tells us that Saul was aware
of the plot to kill him but that
im

But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall.



Persecution in more recent years in China

CHINESE CHURCH
IRON-MAN

WANG MING-DAO
LOOKS AT
THESE PECPLE

In 1949, there were approximately 700,000 Christians in China
Today there are at least 40 million Christians in China and growing at a tremendous rate



Persecution in more recent years in China

CHINESE CHURCH

IRON-MAN
"As we live each day, we want to work for
Him [Jesus] until He returns, as we know
He is coming soon. If He comes today, |

am fully prepared, as everybody must give

an account." B - WANG MING-DAO
| LOGKS AT
THEEE PECPLE

In 1949, there were approximately 700,000 Christians in China
Today there are at least 40 million Christians in China and growing at a tremendous rate



Persecution in more recent years in China

CHINESE CHURGH
IRON-MAN

Despite Wang's old age “he had remained
an unrivaled symbol of uncompromising
faith until his death”.

LOOKS AT
THESE PECPLE

In 1949, there were approximately 700,000 Christians in China
Today there are at least 40 million Christians in China and growing at a tremendous rate



Persecution in more recent years in China

Imprisoned for 22 years for his faith
Chinese policy changed.

But he continued to spread the gospel from
his own home. He taped sermons and
distributed them. He was still working for
Christ in his late eighties.

In 1949, there were approximately 700,000 Christians in China
Today there are at least 40 million Christians in China and growing at a tremendous rate



Persecution in more recent years in China

CHINESE CHURCH
IRON-MAN

WANG MING-DAO
LOOKS AT

THESE PECP
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Imprisoned from 1955 to
1980

Despite Wang's old age “he
had remained an unrivaled
symbol of uncompromising
faith until his death”.

In 1949, there were approximately 700,000 Christians in China
Today there are at least 40 million Christians in China and growing at a tremendous rate



Russian Pastor : Dare to speak up
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Saul was |mpr|soned humerous times

| eagerly expect and hope that |
will in no way be ashamed, but
will have sufficient courage so
that now as always Christ will
be exalted in my body, whether
by life or by death. 21For to me,
to live is Christ and to die is
gain. (Philippians 1:20-21)




Saul Faced Rejection

* 26\When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join
the disciples, but they were all afraid of him,
not believing that he really was a disciple.

» 2/But Barnabas took him and brought him to
the apostles. He told them how Saul on his
journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord
nad spoken to him, and how in Damascus he
nad preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.




Fear of rejection




Rejected by the world

Christianity

66% of the
world says No




Re jected b other disciples

’v

/

-\&' ik
R

—

Devastating when rejected by other followers of Christ. Detrimental - Barnabas



Barnabas

27 But Barnabas took him and
brought him to the apostles. He told
them how Saul on his journey had
seen the Lord and that the Lord
had spoken to him, and how in
Damascus he had preached
fearlessly in the name of Jesus.

Barnabas personally introduced Saul and
vouched for Saul’s conversion and new
lifestyle.

Barnabas : Son of Encouragement Acts 4:36

Levite, native of the island of Cyprus, named Joseph before the
disciples called him Barnabas
Referee




Saul Faced Rejection

» 2850 Saul stayed with them and moved about
freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the
name of the Lord.

22 He talked and debated with the Hellenistic
Jews,2l but they tried to kill him.

* 30When the believers learned of this, they
took him down to Caesarea and sent him off
to Tarsus.
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Mature believers to encourage new Christians

arnabas to others
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Paul and Timothy

Phil 2:22But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because
as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the

gospel




Be a Barnabas to the VBS kids




Lesson from Saul

* 1)We can speak up boldly about God and His
work in the face of difficult situation:-

— When facing skeptical astonishment

— When facing persecution

— When facing rejection

2) Be a Barnabas to others
3) What drives Saul to share the Gospel



Philippians 3:4-7

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in
the flesh, | have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews;
in regard to the law, a Pharisee;

6as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based
on the law, faultless.

7But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the
sake of Christ.



OUR CHOICE
RESULTS IN
SEPARATION

FROM

GOD

GOD HAS PROVIDED THE
ONLY WAY.WE MUST MAKE
THE CHOICE

JESUS CHRIST

THERE IS ONLY ONI
REMEDY FOR THE

PROBLEM OF

SEPARATION

GOX

RELIGION

Sinful
Man

ARE YOU HERE.. OR HERE?

JESUS CHRIST




PAUL'S LAST
WORDS
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| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, |
have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing

2 Timothy 4:7-8
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the abode of the blessed after death in Greek religious belief. paradise



What is the Space Station in your
life that you think can save you?
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Rowmans IO:2




VIEW OF ETERNITY

“And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away.”




